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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY
ANGEL ARROYO
406 Westminster Avenue, Apartment 224
Elizabeth, NJ 07208
RAYMOND BYERS
3 Tanglewood Lane
Green Brook, NJ 08812
TAMMY MUHAMMAD-WHITESIDE
78 Coolidge Street
Irvington, NJ 07111
JASON DOYLE
39 Leonard Avenue
Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716

CIVIL ACTION
NO.:

LIONEL GIRON
547 Linden Avenue
Woodbridge, NJ 07095

22-CV-04147

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

IBRAHIM RAMIREZ
309 Bennet Street
Roebling, NJ 08554

AMENDED COMPLAINT

MICHAEL SPARACELLO
42 Vail Street
Toms River, NJ 0875708060
CRAIG KIRKLAND
58 Levis Drive
Mount Holly, NJ
NAYTHANUEL RODRIQUEZ
13 Remsen Drive
Howell, NJ 07731
JEANNINE JONES
616 Village Drive
Somerset, NJ 08873
LINDSAY RAE COPPOLA
999 Hidden Lake Drive, Apt. 22 G
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
FABIAN MELO
582 Jackson Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07201
STEPHEN McKENNA
426 Jamaica Blvd.
Toms River, NJ 08757
KYLE GREAVES
18 Cherry Hill Lane
Manalapan NJ 07726
Plaintiffs
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vs.
NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS,
INC.
One Penn Plaza East
Newark, NJ 07105
Defendant

COMPLAINT
I.

JURISDICTION
This action arises under the Act of Congress, April 22, 1908, c. 149, 35 Stat. 65, and amendments

thereto, U.S.C.A. Title 45, 51 et seq., and further amended by the Act of Congress, approved by the President of
the United States on August 11, 1939, Chapter 685-First Session of the 76th Congress, known and cited as “The
Federal Employers’ Liability Act” (FELA).
II.

PARTIES
1.

Plaintiff herein is Angel Arroyo, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 406

Westminster Avenue, Apartment 224, Elizabeth, NJ 07208.
2.

Plaintiff herein is Raymond Byers, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 3

Tanglewood Lane, Green Brook, NJ 08812
3.

Plaintiff herein is Tammy Muhammad-Whitehead, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey

residing therein at 78 Coolidge Street, Irvington, NJ 07111.
4.

Plaintiff herein is Jason Doyle, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 39

Leonard Avenue, Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716.
5.

Plaintiff herein is Lionel Giron, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 547

Linden Avenue, Woodbridge, NJ 07095.
6.

Plaintiff herein is Ibrahim Ramirez, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at

309 Bennet Street, Roebling, NJ 08554.
7.

Plaintiff herein is Michael Sparacello, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at

42 Vail Street, Toms River, NJ 08757.
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8.

Plaintiff herein is Craig Kirkland, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 58

Levis Drive, Mount Holly, NJ 08060.
9.

The plaintiff, Naythanuel Rodriquez is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 13

Remsen Drive, Howell, NJ 07731.
10.

The plaintiff, Jeannine Jones, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at 616

Village Drive, Somerset, NJ 08873.
11.

The plaintiff, Lindsay Rae Coppola, is a citizen and resident of New Jersey residing therein at

999 Hidden Lake Drive, Apt. 22 G, New Brunswick, NJ 08902.
12.

The plaintiff, Fabian Melo, is a citizen and resident of the State of New Jersey residing therein at

582 Jackson Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07201.
13.

The plaintiff, Stephen McKenna, is a citizen and resident of the State of New Jersey residing

therein at 426 Jamaica, NJ 08757.
14.

The plaintiff, Kyle Greaves, is a citizen and resident of the State of New Jersey residing therein

at 18 Cherry Hill Lane, Manalapan NJ 07726.
15.

At all times material hereto, each of the plaintiffs were employed by New Jersey Transit Rail

Operations, Inc. (NJTRO) and were members of a passenger train crew and were acting within the scope of
their respective train crew duties.
16.

The defendant is a corporation duly organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the

State of New Jersey and does business in the District of New Jersey.
17.

Pursuant to the “New Jersey Transit Employee Protection Act,” approved P.L.2019, c.137. (on

06/26/2019), the State of New Jersey has waived any sovereign or Eleventh Amendment immunity to which it
may be entitled as to rail employees suing pursuant to the FELA.
18.

At all times material hereto, the defendant acted individually, through its own employees, and/or

through its agent, the NJ Transit Police Department.
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19.

At all times material hereto, the NJ Transit Police Department performed operational activities of

and on behalf of the defendant and it and its employees were the agents, servants, workmen, and employees of
the defendant.‘
III.

EMPLOYMENT, OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL
20.

At the time and place hereinafter mentioned and for a long time prior thereto, the defendant, as a

common carrier, operated trains carrying passengers, freight, express packages, baggage, and foreign and domestic
mail, in commerce, between the different states of the United States and its territories.
21.

At the time and place hereinafter mentioned, the acts of omission and commission, causing the

injuries to the plaintiffs, were done by the defendant, its agents, servants, workmen and/or employees, acting in the
course and scope of their employment with and under the control of the defendant.
22.

At the time and place hereinafter mentioned, the plaintiffs and the defendant were engaged in

interstate commerce between the different states of the United States and its territories.
23.

All of the property, equipment and operations involved in the incidents herein referred to were

owned by and under the control of the defendant, its agents, servants, workmen and/or employees.
IV.

NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC. PRIOR NOTICE OF DANGEROUS
CONDITIONS
24.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that its train crew employees had been frequently assaulted by passengers when those employees
were attempting to collect fares, enforce fare policies and/or enforce other NJTRO Rules.
25.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that assaults by passengers on train crew employees regularly occurred on board stationary and
moving trains, at train stations, and on station platforms.
26.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
4
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Inc. was aware that assaults by passengers on train crew employees regularly occurred both when the trains were
stopped at a station and when the trains were traveling between stations.
27.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that passengers would often become belligerent, argumentative, disruptive, and threatening; and
would also physically assault the train crews while train crew employees were attempting to collect fares, enforce
fare policies and enforce other NJTRO rules.
28.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations, Inc. was also aware that passengers would often become belligerent,
argumentative, disruptive, and threatening; and would also physically assault the train crews while train crew
employees were attempting to enforce the Covid-19 masking requirements, and further these violent passenger
behaviors escalated as the pandemic continued.
29.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that there were insufficient NJTRO employees on the trains, at train stations and on the station
platforms to protect train crews from assaults by passengers while the train crews were in the process of attempting
to collect fares, enforce fare policies and enforce other NJTRO rules.
30.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that there were insufficient NJ Transit police officers, other law enforcement officers and/or other
paid security personnel on the trains, at train stations and on the station platforms to protect train crews from
assaults by passengers while the train crews were in the process of attempting to collect fares, enforce fare policies
and enforce other NJTRO rules.
31.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
5
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Inc. was aware that NJTRO and the New Jersey Transit Police Department maintained crime statistics concerning
assaults and other incidents by passengers on train crew employees, including what rail lines and stations were
more likely to have passenger assaults than others. However, despite the details of those statistics, NJTRO also
knew that these passenger assaults could occur anywhere along the NJTRO system where train crew employees
were required to interact with passengers for the collection of fares, enforcement of fare policies and enforcement
of other NJTRO rules.
32.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that despite the lack of any training in law enforcement, self-defense, psychology, and other
necessary subjects; NJTRO required its train crew employees to assume the role of first responders/law
enforcement officers with respect to passengers and others on board its trains, at its stations, and at its station
platforms.
33.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that it had not implemented any actions, standards, or policies to deter passengers from assaulting
train crew employees while those employees were collecting fares, enforcing fare policies, and enforcing other
NJTRO rules.
34.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. also had actual knowledge of at least the following employees who had been assaulted while those employees
were collecting fares, enforcing fare policies and enforcing oth
35.

er NJTRO rules and who had then brought claims against NJTRO for the damages caused by the

assaults:
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NAME

DATE OF ASSAULT

LOCATION

Mario M. Alonso

June 19, 1999

Between Elizabeth & Newark,
NJ

John Bravo

June 19, 1999

Between Elizabeth & Newark,
NJ
Metro Park, Islin, NJ

May 15, 2002

Carl Cureton

January 5, 1999

NE Corridor between New
York & Newark, NJ

George Dabrowski

August 15, 1997

Newark Penn Station

Jennifer Doyle

November 27, 2000

In tunnel after departing New
York Penn Station

Dwayne A. Ijames

August 20, 2006

Elizabeth Station westbound
platform

Raymond R. Liebold

January 8, 2000

Morristown Station

Russell Prokop

September 2, 1999

Meadowlands Complex, South
Kearny, NJ

Anthony J. Russo, Jr.

December 23, 1999

Between Morris Plains &
Morristown Station, NJ

Wayne A. Smith

February 28, 1997

Rahway Station, Rahway, NJ

Dale R. Stewart

March 16, 1992

MMC Yard, Kearny, NJ

Michael A. Stewart

July 3, 1993

MMC, Kearny, NJ

Stephen C. Walsh

September 28, 1998

Westbound platform, Rahway
Station

Kimberly A. Zoda

July 16, 1998

Between Ave. 1 & Woodbridge
Stations

36.

Furthermore, on the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their

respective incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail
Operations, Inc. had actual knowledge of at least the following employees who had been assaulted while those
7
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employees were collecting fares, enforcing fare policies and enforcing other NJTRO rules and whose claims are
presently pending or have recently been pending in a court of competent jurisdiction: Irving Baez, Richard
Grabowski, Kyle Greaves, Raina Pettaway, Danielle Tramontano, Daniel Gilmartin, and Anthony Pascale.1
37.

Furthermore, on the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their

respective incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, the New Jersey Transit
Police Department records (which were provided by NJTRO and/or NJT Police Department in other cases pending
in the District of New Jersey) charged NJTRO with actual notice that there were no less than 66 rail crew assaults
during the period 2013 through 2020 throughout the NJTRO system.
38.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that agencies, offices, and taskforces of the United States Government, including but not limited to
the Federal Transit Administration, had reported and concluded that transit employees are subject to passenger
assaults while collecting fares, enforcing fare policies and enforcing other transit agency rules.
39.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. was aware that academic studies had reported and concluded that transit employees are subject to passenger
assaults while collecting fares, enforcing fare policies, and enforcing other transit agency rules.
40.

On the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to each of their respective

incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey Transit Rail Operations,
Inc. knew or had reason to know that transit employees are subject to passenger assaults while collecting fares,
enforcing fare policies and enforcing other transit agency rules because the New Jersey Legislature determined that
such assaults were a sufficient problem that warranted it to enact legislation making such assaults illegal, and
further, the continuation and/or escalation of the assaults required to Legislature to upgrade the nature of the offense
and punishment over a period of several years.
Other than Mr. Baez, the other employees have lawsuits currently pending in the United States District Court for the District of
New Jersey.
1
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41.

As set forth above in detail, on the date of each of the plaintiffs’ respective incidents and prior to

each of their respective incidents, and at least during several years prior to their respective incidents, New Jersey
Transit Rail Operations, Inc. had both actual and constructive knowledge and notice that its rail employees are
subject to passenger assaults while collecting fares, enforcing fare policies, and enforcing other transit agency rules.
V.

NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC.’S NEGLIGENCE
42.

In each of the incidents set forth hereinafter, the assaults and other violent acts committed

against the respective employees resulted from the negligence of the defendant, its agents, servants, workman
and/or employees, including but not limited to the following:
a.

Failing to provide the respective plaintiffs with the necessary protection from physical assaults
by rail passengers;

b.

Failing to provide sufficient uniformed and/or uninformed police or other security personnel on
the subject trains, stations, and/or station platforms;

c.

Failing to provide NJTRO supervisory and other personnel on the subject trains, stations, and/or
station platforms;

d.

Failing to provide the respective plaintiffs with necessary self-defense training;

e.

Failing to provide the respective plaintiffs with self-defense weapons, including but not limited
to mace, pepper spray, Tasers, and/or similar devices;

f.

Failing to have sufficient NJTRO personnel on the trains, at the stations, and on the station
platforms to protect the respective plaintiffs from assaults;

g.

Requiring the respective plaintiffs to work on trains, stations, and station platforms where there
was no police or security presence;

h.

Failing to take necessary and reasonable precautions, and implement appropriate protocols, so
that there was no overcrowding on the respective trains, and/or the respective stations and/or
station platforms;

i.

Failing to provide secure locations on trains, at stations, and on station platforms where the
respective employees could locate themselves beyond the reach of potentially dangerous
passengers or retreat and locate themselves beyond the reach of actively dangerous passengers;

j.

Failure to have sufficient security cameras on trains, at stations, and on station platforms and to
have those cameras properly monitored;

k.

Failure to properly allocate police and/or security resources;

9

Case 2:22-cv-04147-CCC-JSA Document 6 Filed 07/06/22 Page 10 of 36 PageID: 56

VI.

l.

Failure to hire a sufficient number of police and/or other security personnel to protect the
respective plaintiffs from the passengers while collecting fares, enforcing fare policies, or
enforcing NJTRO rules;

m.

Failure to promulgate necessary rules to enable the respective plaintiffs to protect themselves and
keep themselves safe from potentially violent and/or violent passengers;

n.

Failure to enforce necessary rules to enable the respective plaintiffs to protect themselves and
keep themselves safe from potentially violent and/or violent passengers;

o.

Failure to conduct security manpower planning surveys and to implement recommended security
manpower planning models;

p.

Failing to provide the respective plaintiffs with adequate means of communication between
themselves and New Jersey Transit Police Department and/or municipal police departments;

q.

Negligently and improperly delegating its own statutory duty to protect the respective plaintiffs
from the assaults by passengers involved or during the collection of fares, enforcement of fare
policies, enforcement of other NJTRO policies to state, county, municipal, and other law
enforcement agencies;

r.

Failing to warn the respective plaintiffs of the extent of the danger that they faced from criminal
assaults while performing their duties, said dangers having been exacerbated by the failures of
NJTRO set forth above; and

s.

Abrogating its statutory duty to provide its rail crew employees with a safe place to work and to
protect its rail crew employees from foreseeable criminal assaults.

INCORPORATION
Each and every paragraph previously set forth are incorporated into each and every one of the following

Counts, as is set forth fully therein.
COUNT I
ANGEL ARROYO VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC.

43.

On or about July 15, 2021, at or about 11:30 a.m., and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was

employed by the defendant as a rear brakeman on a train and was working on NJTRO’s Coast Line.
44.

While the plaintiff was on the train, between the Perth Amboy and Woodbridge Stations, the

plaintiff saw a passenger on the train without a mask and requested that the passenger put on his mask in
accordance with federal and railroad rules and regulations.
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45.

The passenger eventually did put on his mask, but them took his mask off, and plaintiff again

had to approach the passenger and ask him to put his mask back on and to keep his mask on.
46.

As the plaintiff was walking away from this passenger, another passenger indicated that the first

passenger had taken off his mask again. However, this time the maskless passenger became belligerent and
argumentative, and began cursing at the plaintiff.
47.

As the confrontation escalated, the plaintiff radioed his conductor and asked his conductor to

intervene.
48.

Plaintiff’s conductor informed the passenger that he would have to exit the train at the Rahway

station because of his belligerent and loud behavior and his refusal to follow the masking requirements.
49.

While the conductor was on the platform, the passenger began to kick the conductor.

50.

Despite the plaintiff requesting the engineer to request police assistance, there were no police on

the platform and therefore, plaintiff went to the conductor in the hope that he would assist him as the conductor
was being assaulted by the passenger.
51.

There was no police presence on the platform for 10 to 15 minutes after the train arrived at the

Rahway station.
52.

The passenger then punched the plaintiff in his forehead. Plaintiff and the conductor eventually

wrestled the passenger to the ground, and they held him on the ground until the police eventually arrived.
During the time that the passenger was being held on the ground, the passenger was repeatedly striking the
plaintiff and the conductor.
53.

As a result of the aforementioned incident, the plaintiff sustained serious, permanent, and

painful permanent injuries.
54.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained injuries to his right arm, shoulder, and

wrist; full thickness tear of the supraspinatus tendon; partial tendon retraction; subacromial/subdeltoid bursitis;
anterior inferior labral tear with labral blunting and signal heterogeneity; and multiple abrasions and contusions
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of the body. Some or all of the above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s
injuries is not presently known.
55.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT II
RAYMOND BYERS VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC.
56.

On or about August 29, 2021, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was employed by the

defendant as a train crew member and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
57.

On the aforementioned date, at approximately 6:20 a.m., plaintiff was located at the Secaucus

station. Plaintiff was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
58.

On the aforementioned date, prior to the train arriving in Secaucus, two individuals entered the

train and put seat checks at their seats. However, when plaintiff examined the seat checks, he observed that they
were not valid and told that to the passengers.
59.

After informing the passengers that their seat checks were not valid, they informed the plaintiff

that they would ride to New Brunswick for free.
60.

Plaintiff then called his conductor, Lion Giron, to assist him in having both of these individuals

exit the train in Secaucus.
61.

As the plaintiff and his conductor were attempting to escort the two passengers from the train on

the east side of the platform at Secaucus, one of the passengers turned to the plaintiff and threatened him. The
other passenger cursed at him and when that passenger exited the train on the platform, he continued to threaten
him, lifted his jacket, and then placed his hand on a knife.
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62.

After receiving the threat and observing the knife, the plaintiff and his conductor were able to

enter the train and close the door and asked the engineer to request the police. There were no NJ Transit police
or any other security personnel on the train or on the platform when these individuals exited the train.
63.

Sometime later, while the train was still at the platform, NJ Transit Police arrived, and the

plaintiff and his conductor told them what happened. The police ultimately apprehended the two passengers and
the plaintiff, and the conductor reported this incident to their supervisors.
64.

Plaintiff experienced intensive anxiety and fear during this episode; particularly when he saw

that one of the passengers was carrying a deadly weapon.
65.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained severe emotional and psychiatric

conditions, including anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Some or all of the above injuries
are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
66.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.

COUNT III
TAMMY MUHAMMAD-WHITESIDE VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS
67.

On or about October 20, 2021, at approximately 9:00 a.m., plaintiff was employed by the

defendant as a conductor and was working on NJTRO’s Port Jervis line.
68.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, plaintiff was working on a train

from Hoboken, New Jersey to Port Jervis, NY.
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69.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, as the train was between the

Broadway Fairlawn and Glenrock stations, plaintiff requested that a male passenger put on his mask and
passenger refused to do so.
70.

Plaintiff again politely asked the passenger to put on his mask and the passenger became irate

and continuously cursed at her.
71.

The plaintiff left the area where the passenger was located and sought the assistance of a co-

worker located in the rail car vestibule. However, the passenger followed her and continued to yell and scream
and further argue with her and her co-worker about having to wear the mask.
72.

The plaintiff and her co-worker then informed the passenger that he would need to exit the train

at the next station.
73.

The passenger exited the train onto the platform where he pulled out a switchblade knife and

began moving toward the plaintiff.
74.

Because plaintiff had no weapons or no other way to defend herself, the plaintiff began swinging

her arms in an attempt to defend herself and her co-worker then got between her and the passenger. At that
time, a ticket collector came to her assistance and pulled her away from the platform where the passenger was
located.
75.

Plaintiff then requested that the engineer call the police and the passenger tried to escape.

76.

The passenger was apprehended by local police, the plaintiff filed a complaint, and the passenger

was arrested.
77.

At the New Jersey Transit Police Headquarters, plaintiff learned that this passenger had

previously been removed from a train for spitting on and assaulting another conductor and in another incident
had been removed from a train for refusing to put on a mask; but neither the plaintiff nor any other employees
had been warned of the passenger’s dangerous propensities.
78.

Furthermore, no actions were taken by the defendant to prevent this passenger from using the rail

system despite his previous history of assaulting rail employees.
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79.

During this incident, and particularly after seeing the switchblade knife, plaintiff experienced

intense fear.
80.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained severe emotional and psychiatric

conditions, including anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Some or all of the above injuries
are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
81.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of her aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to her usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to her great detriment and loss.
COUNT IV
JASON DOYLE VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT
82.

On or about August 16, 2021, the plaintiff was a member of a train crew assigned to train 3800

which originated in Morristown, Pennsylvania and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
83.

The incident involved in this Count began at New Jersey Transit’s Rahway station and continued

during its travel through Linden station including at the Linden Station.
84.

On the aforementioned date, a male and female passenger entered the car being manned by NJT

employee Naythanuel Rodriquez. Mr. Rodriquez approached the two passengers to collect their tickets and to
inform them of their need to wear masks. However, as Mr. Rodriquez moved toward them, the two passengers
quickly moved to the adjacent car, in which NJT employee Craig Kirkland was located.
85.

The car in which Mr. Kirkland was located was the first open car of the train and contained a

restroom. It was a multi-level car.
86.

The aforementioned two passengers attempted to evade Mr. Kirkland by going to the upper level

of the rail car. Mr. Rodriquez went to the second level of the car and Mr. Kirkland stationed himself on the
bottom level of the car.
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87.

Between the top and bottom levels of the car on the mezzanine was a bathroom in which the

passengers attempted to hide. However, the bathroom was locked, and the two passengers continued to walk to
the lowest level of the rail car.
88.

When the passengers reached Mr. Kirkland’s position, he informed them that they both must

have a ticket and wear a mask. The male passenger responded, “No ticket. No mask. Not paying sh_ _. I am
only going to Elizabeth. F - - - the mask. I am not paying.”
89.

Mr. Kirkland then told them that if they were not paying and were not going to wear a mask,

they would have to exit at the next station which the train was then entering which was the Linden Station.
90.

The male passenger instructed the female passenger to move away and try to hide in the crowd.

91.

Once the train arrived at the Linden station, the doors opened at the platform and Mr. Kirkland

and Mr. Doyle exited the train. The male passenger also exited the train, walked by Mr. Kirkland, and said “I
should spit on you.” Mr. Kirkland responded that the passenger should not do so.
92.

The male passenger, while located on the platform then spit at Mr. Rodriquez who was standing

right inside the rail car door. The male passenger then proceeded to punch Mr. Rodriquez twice.
93.

Mr. Lionel Giron was another member of the train crew. He observed Mr. Rodriquez being

attacked and went to assist him. Mr. Giron grabbed the male passenger by the knees and by his left arm and
forced him to the ground. Once on the ground, Mr. Giron and Mr. Rodriquez were attempting to detain the
male passenger when the male passenger reached and pulled out a handgun. The passenger dropped the
handgun while fighting with Mr. Rodriquez and Mr. Giron. Mr. Kirkland kicked the gun out of the way and
then Mr. Rodriquez was able to kick it further way. When Mr. Giron went to Mr. Rodriquez’ assistance, Mr.
Kirkland called for NJ Transit Police assistance.
94.

When no NJ Transit police arrived, and another member of the crew, Mr. Doyle observed the

gun, Mr. Doyle called 911 to report a man with a gun and ask for police assistance.
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95.

During the entire time that the crew was waiting for either the NJ Transit Police or a municipal

police department to arrive, the male passenger was fighting with, kicking, and punching Mr. Giron and Mr.
Rodriquez.
96.

Finally, the Linden Police Department arrived, arrested the male passenger, and retrieved the

gun. Even though the NJ Transit police department had been called before the Linden Police, the NJ Transit
police eventually arrived 10 minutes after the Linden Police Department had arrived.
97.

All of the members of the crew went with the NJ Transit Police and/or Linden police department

to give statements, file formal charges, etc. While at the Linden Police Department, one of the detectives
informed one of the members of the crew that the gun was in fact real.
98.

Throughout this entire ordeal, each of the members of the crew was terrified knowing that the

male passenger had a gun and had intended to use it.
99.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff-Doyle sustained injuries to the back and arms;

contusions of the body, severe emotional and psychological injuries including depression, anger, anxiety, and
post-traumatic stress disorder. Some or all of the above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full
extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
100.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT V
LIONEL GIRON (08/29/21) VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPEARATIONS, INC.

101.

On or about August 29, 2021, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was employed by the

defendant as a conductor and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
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102.

On the aforementioned date, at approximately 6:20 a.m., plaintiff was located at the Secaucus

103.

On the aforementioned date, prior to the train arriving in Secaucus, two individuals entered the

station.

train and put seat checks at their seats. However, when his co-worker Raymond Byers examined the seat
checks, he observed that they were not valid and told that to the passengers.
104.

After informing the passengers that their seat checks were not valid, they informed Mr. Byers

that they would ride to New Brunswick for free.
105.

Mr. Byers then called his conductor, Lionel Giron, to assist him in having both of these

individuals exit the train in Secaucus.
106.

As the plaintiff and his co-worker were attempting to escort the two passengers from the train on

the east side of the platform at Secaucus, one of the passengers turned to the plaintiff and threatened him. The
other passenger was cursing at him and when that passenger exited the train on the platform, threatened him,
lifted his jacket, and placed his hand on a knife.
107.

After receiving the threat and observing the knife, the plaintiff and his co-worker were able to

enter the train and close the door and ask the engineer to request the police. There were no NJ Transit police or
any other security personnel on the train or on the platform when these individuals exited the train.
108.

Sometime later, while the train was still at the platform, NJ Transit Police arrived, and the

plaintiff and his conductor told them what happened. The police ultimately apprehended the two passengers and
the plaintiff, and the conductor reported this incident to their supervisors.
109.

Plaintiff experienced intensive anxiety and fear during this episode, particularly when he saw

that one of the passengers was carrying a deadly weapon.
110.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained aggravation of emotional and

psychological injuries, including anxiety, anger, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder. Some or all of
the above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently
known.
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111.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT VI
LIONEL GIRON (08/16/21) VS NEW JERSEY TRANSIT

112.

On or about August 16, 2021, the plaintiff was a member of a train crew assigned to train 3800

which originated in Morrisville, Pennsylvania and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
113.

The incident involved in this Count began at New Jersey Transit’s Rahway station and continued

during its travel through Linden station including at the Linden Station.
114.

On the aforementioned date, a male and female passenger entered the car being manned by NJT

employee Nathaniel Rodriquez. Mr. Rodriquez approached the two passengers to collect their tickets and to
inform them of their need to wear masks. However, as Mr. Rodriquez moved toward the two passengers
quickly moved to the adjacent car, in which NJT employee Craig Kirkland was located.
115.

The car in which Mr. Kirkland was located was the first open car of the train and contained a

restroom. It was a multi-level car.
116.

The aforementioned two passengers attempted to evade Mr. Kirkland by going to the upper level

of the rail car. Mr. Rodriquez went to the second level of the car and Mr. Kirkland stationed himself on the
bottom level of the car.
117.

Between the top and bottom levels of the car on the mezzanine was a bathroom in which the

passengers attempted to hide. However, the bathroom was locked, and the two passengers continued to walk to
the lowest level of the rail car.
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118.

When the passengers reached Mr. Kirkland’s position, he informed them that they both must

have a ticket and wear a mask. The male passenger responded, “No ticket. No mask. Not paying sh_ _. I am
only going to Elizabeth. F - - - the mask. I am not paying.”
119.

Mr. Kirkland then told them that if they were not paying and were not going to wear a mask,

they would have to exit at the next station which the train was then entering which was the Linden Station.
120.

The male passenger instructed the female passenger to move away and try to hide in the crowd.

121.

Once the train arrived at the Linden station, the doors opened at the platform and Mr. Kirkland

and Mr. Doyle exited the train. The male passenger also exited the train, walked by Mr. Kirkland, and said “I
should spit on you.” Mr. Kirkland responded that the passenger should not do so.
122.

The male passenger, while located on the platform then spit at Mr. Rodriquez who was standing

right inside the rail car door. The male passenger then proceeded to punch Mr. Rodriquez twice.
123.

Mr. Lionel Giron was another member of the train crew. He observed Mr. Rodriquez being

attacked and went to assist him. Mr. Giron grabbed the male passenger by the knees and by his left arm and
forced him to the ground. Once on the ground, Mr. Giron and Mr. Rodriquez were attempting to detain the
male passenger when the male passenger reached and pulled out a handgun. The passenger dropped the
handgun while fighting with Mr. Rodriquez and Mr. Giron. Mr. Kirkland kicked the gun out of the way and
then Mr. Rodriquez was able to kick it further way. When Mr. Giron went to Mr. Rodriquez’ assistance, Mr.
Kirkland called for NJ Transit Police assistance.
124.

When no NJ Transit police arrived, and another member of the crew, Mr. Doyle observed the

gun, Mr. Doyle called 911 to report a man with a gun and ask for police assistance.
125.

During the entire time that the crew was waiting for either the NJ Transit Police or a municipal

police department to arrive, the male passenger was fighting with, kicking, and punching Mr. Giron and Mr.
Rodriquez.
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126.

Finally, the Linden Police Department arrived, arrested the male passenger, and retrieved the

gun. Even though the NJ Transit police department had been called before the Linden Police, the NJ Transit
police eventually arrived 10 minutes after the Linden Police Department had arrived.
127.

All of the members of the crew went with the NJ Transit Police and/or Linden police department

to give statements, file formal charges, etc. While at the Linden Police Department, one of the detectives
informed one of the members of the crew that the gun was in fact real.
128.

Throughout this entire ordeal, each of the members of the crew were terrified knowing that the

male passenger had a gun and had intended to use.
129.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained injuries to the right arm; injury to the

right hand; emotional and psychological injuries depression, anger, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder.
Some or all of the above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not
presently known.
130.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff -Giron has suffered a loss and impairment of

earnings and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great
physical pain and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to
and will have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid
injuries; has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT VII
IBRAHIM RAMIREZ VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC.
131.

On or about April 8, 2021, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was employed by the

defendant New Jersey Transit Rail Operations, Inc. as a passenger conductor and was working on NJTRO’s
Northeast Corridor line.
132.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, plaintiff was assigned to a train

travelling from New York City toward Metuchen.
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133.

On the aforementioned date, at approximately 7:40 p.m., a passenger boarded the train at the

Metro Park Station.
134.

The aforementioned passenger had extremely loud music blaring, violating NJTRO rules and

disturbing other passengers, and did not have a ticket when asked by the plaintiff for his fare.
135.

When the train arrived at the Metuchen Station, plaintiff informed the passenger that because he

did not have a ticket and refused to pay the fare, the passenger would have to exit the train.
136.

When the plaintiff asked the passenger to pay his fare and to leave the train, and when the

passenger refused to do so, the passenger became belligerent.
137.

Pursuant to NJTRO rules, the plaintiff exited the train and was standing on the Metuchen

platform as passengers left the train and new passengers began to board.
138.

The plaintiff observed the passenger who had been removed from the train walking past him.

139.

While on the platform, the passenger came behind the plaintiff and struck him in the back of the

head, knocking him to the platform, and punching him several more times in the face and neck. Plaintiff’s coworker ticket collector Kevin McCarthy observed the assault and ran toward the plaintiff to assist him at which
time the passenger ran away.
140.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained a concussion and post-concussion

syndrome; multiple contusions of the head, back of the head, face, lips, and jaw; lacerations of the face; injury
to the left knee and foot; hallux bulges deformity; herniated lumbar disc at level L3-L4; herniated lumbar disc at
level L4-L5; annular disc bulge in level C4-C5; herniated cervical disc at levels C5-C6 and C6-C7; Left C6
radiculopathy; tendinosis of the shoulder; tendinosis of the supraspinatus, infraspinatus and subscapularis
tendons; impingement of the supraspinatus outlet; biceps tenosynovitis; and severe emotional injuries. Some or
all of the above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently
known.
141.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; and has undergone great physical
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pain and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT VIII
MICHAEL SPARACELLO VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC.
142.

On or about August 19, 2020, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was employed by the

defendant New Jersey Transit Rail Operations, Inc. as a passenger conductor and was working on NJTRO’s
Northeast Corridor line.
143.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, plaintiff was assigned to train 3805.

144.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, plaintiff observed an argument

between an unidentified male passenger and the ticket collector, Mr. Dan Tarpy.
145.

Plaintiff also observed the unidentified passenger aggressively pushing Mr. Tarpy into the corner

of the vestibule.
146.

As the conductor of the train, plaintiff was responsible for the safety of the train, the passengers

on it, and the crew.
147.

Therefore, after observing the argument between Mr. Tarpy and the passenger, and after

observing the passenger push Mr. Tarpy into the corner of the vestibule; the plaintiff approached them hoping to
defuse and/or resolve the apparent problem. When plaintiff arrived at the location of the unknown passenger
and Mr. Tarpy, plaintiff inquired of the passenger whether there was anything that he could do to assist, and the
passenger belligerently said to him, “mind your own business.”
148.

At that point, the passenger returned from the vestibule to the rail car but then quickly reversed

him movement and returned to the vestibule.
149.

Plaintiff again approached the passenger in the hope of preventing an altercation, when suddenly

and without warning, the belligerent passenger struck the plaintiff in the jaw, scuffled with the plaintiff in the
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vestibule, and caused the plaintiff to experience significant pain until the unidentified passenger was separated
from the plaintiff by Mr. Tarpy and passengers.
150.

When the train reached Secaucus, plaintiff requested medical attention and was transported to the

Hudson Regional Hospital.
151.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained injuries to the right shoulder; injury to the

left shoulder; multiple abrasions and contusions of the body; multiple internal injuries to the right shoulder; and
emotional and psychological injuries resulting from the attack. Some or all of the above injuries are or may be
permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
152.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT IX
CRAIG KIRKLAND VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT RAIL OPERATIONS, INC.

153.

On or about August 16, 2021, the plaintiff was a member of a train crew assigned to train 3800

which originated in Morrisville, Pennsylvania and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
154.

The incident involved in this Count began at New Jersey Transit’s Rahway station and continued

during its travel through Linden station including at the Linden Station.
155.

On the aforementioned date, a male and female passenger entered the car being manned by NJT

employee Nathaniel Rodriquez. Mr. Rodriquez approached the two passengers to collect their tickets and to
inform them of their need to wear masks. However, as Mr. Rodriquez moved toward the two passengers
quickly moved to the adjacent car, in which NJT employee Craig Kirkland was located.
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156.

The car in which Mr. Kirkland was located was the first open car of the train and contained a

restroom. It was a multi-level car.
157.

The aforementioned two passengers attempted to evade Mr. Kirkland by going to the upper level

of the rail car. Mr. Rodriquez went to the second level of the car and Mr. Kirkland stationed himself on the
bottom level of the car.
158.

Between the top and bottom levels of the car on the mezzanine was a bathroom in which the

passengers attempted to hide. However, the bathroom was locked, and the two passengers continued to walk to
the lowest level of the rail car.
159.

When the passengers reached Mr. Kirkland’s position, he informed them that they both must

have a ticket and wear a mask. The male passenger responded, “No ticket. No mask. Not paying sh_ _. I am
only going to Elizabeth. F - - - the mask. I am not paying.”
160.

Mr. Kirkland then told them that if they were not paying and were not going to wear a mask,

they would have to exit at the next station which the train was then entering, which was the Linden Station.
161.

The male passenger instructed the female passenger to move away and try to hide in the crowd.

162.

Once the train arrived at the Linden station, the doors opened at the platform and Mr. Kirkland

and Mr. Doyle exited the train. The male passenger also exited the train, walked by Mr. Kirkland, and said “I
should spit on you.” Mr. Kirkland responded that the passenger should not do so.
163.

The male passenger, while located on the platform then spit at Mr. Rodriquez who was standing

right inside the rail car door. The male passenger then proceeded to punch Mr. Rodriquez twice.
164.

Mr. Lionel Giron was another member of the train crew. He observed Mr. Rodriquez being

attacked and went to assist him. Mr. Giron grabbed the male passenger by the knees and by his left arm and
forced him to the ground. Once on the ground, Mr. Giron and Mr. Rodriquez were attempting to detain the
male passenger when the male passenger reached and pulled out a handgun. The passenger dropped the
handgun while fighting with Mr. Rodriquez and Mr. Giron. Mr. Kirkland kicked the gun out of the way and
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then Mr. Rodriquez was able to kick it further way. When Mr. Giron went to Mr. Rodriquez’ assistance, Mr.
Kirkland called for NJ Transit Police assistance.
165.

When no NJ Transit police arrived, and another member of the crew, Mr. Doyle observed the

gun, Mr. Doyle called 911 to report a man with a gun and ask for police assistance.
166.

During the entire time that the crew was waiting for either the NJ Transit Police or a municipal

police department to arrive, the male passenger was fighting with, kicking, and punching Mr. Giron and Mr.
Rodriquez.
167.

Finally, the Linden Police Department arrived, arrested the male passenger, and retrieved the

gun. Even though the NJ Transit police department had been called before the Linden Police, the NJ Transit
police eventually arrived 10 minutes after the Linden Police Department had arrived.
168.

All of the members of the crew went with the NJ Transit Police and/or Linden police department

to give statements, file formal charges, etc. While at the Linden Police Department, one of the detectives
informed one of the members of the crew that the gun was in fact real.
169.

Throughout this entire ordeal, each of the members of the crew were terrified knowing that the

male passenger had a gun and had intended to use.
170.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff-Kirkland sustained injuries to the back and arms;

contusions of the body, severe emotional and psychological injuries, including depression, anger, anxiety, posttraumatic stress disorder and aggravation and exacerbation of the same. Some or all of the above injuries are or
may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
171.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
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COUNT X
NAYTHANUEL RODRIQUEZ VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT

172.

On or about August 16, 2021, the plaintiff was a member of a train crew assigned to train 3800

which originated in Morrisville, Pennsylvania and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor line.
173.

The incident involved in this Count, began at New Jersey Transit’s Rahway station, and

continued during its travel through Linden station including at the Linden Station.
174.

On the aforementioned date, a male and female passenger entered the car being manned by NJT

employee Naythanuel Rodriquez. Mr. Rodriquez approached the two passengers to collect their tickets and to
inform them of their need to wear masks. However, as Mr. Rodriquez moved toward the two passengers
quickly moved to the adjacent car, in which NJT employee Craig Kirkland was located.
175.

The car in which Mr. Kirkland was located was the first open car of the train and contained a

restroom. It was a multi-level car.
176.

The aforementioned two passengers attempted to evade Mr. Kirkland by going to the upper level

of the rail car. Mr. Rodriquez went to the second level of the car and Mr. Kirkland stationed himself on the
bottom level of the car.
177.

Between the top and bottom levels of the car on the mezzanine was a bathroom in which the

passengers attempted to hide. However, the bathroom was locked, and the two passengers continued to walk to
the lowest level of the rail car.
178.

When the passengers reached Mr. Kirkland’s position, he informed them that they both must

have a ticket and wear a mask. The male passenger responded, “No ticket. No mask. Not paying sh_ _. I am
only going to Elizabeth. F - - - the mask. I am not paying.”
179.

Mr. Kirkland then told them that if they were not paying and were not going to wear a mask,

they would have to exit at the next station which the train was then entering which was the Linden Station.
180.

The male passenger instructed the female passenger to move away and try to hide in the crowd.
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181.

Once the train arrived at the Linden station, the doors opened at the platform and Mr. Kirkland

and Mr. Doyle exited the train. The male passenger also exited the train, walked by Mr. Kirkland, and said “I
should spit on you.” Mr. Kirkland responded that the passenger should not do so.
182.

The male passenger, while located on the platform then spit at Mr. Rodriquez who was standing

right inside the rail car door. The male passenger then proceeded to punch Mr. Rodriquez twice.
183.

Mr. Lionel Giron was another member of the train crew. He observed Mr. Rodriquez being

attacked and went to assist him. Mr. Giron grabbed the male passenger by the knees and by his left arm and
forced him to the ground. Once on the ground, Mr. Giron and Mr. Rodriguez were attempting to detain the
male passenger when the male passenger reached and pulled out a handgun. The passenger dropped the
handgun while fighting with Mr. Rodriquez and Mr. Giron. Mr. Kirkland kicked the gun out of the way and
then Mr. Rodriquez was able to kick it further way. When Mr. Giron went to Mr. Rodriquez’ assistance, Mr.
Kirkland called for NJ Transit Police assistance.
184.

When no NJ Transit police arrived, and another member of the crew, Mr. Doyle observed the

gun, Mr. Doyle called 911 to report a man with a gun and ask for police assistance.
185.

During the entire time that the crew was waiting for either the NJ Transit Police or a municipal

police department to arrive, the male passenger was fighting with, kicking, and punching Mr. Giron and Mr.
Rodriquez.
186.

Finally, the Linden Police Department arrived, arrested the male passenger, and retrieved the

gun. Even though the NJ Transit police department had been called before the Linden Police, the NJ Transit
police eventually arrived 10 minutes after the Linden Police Department had arrived.
187.

All of the members of the crew went with the NJ Transit Police and/or Linden police department

to give statements, file formal charges, etc. While at the Linden Police Department, one of the detectives
informed one of the members of the crew that the gun was in fact real.
188.

Throughout this entire ordeal, each of the members of the crew were terrified knowing that the

male passenger had a gun and had intended to use.
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189.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff- Rodriquez sustained injuries to the back and arms;

contusions of the body, and severe emotional and psychological injuries including depression, anger, anxiety,
post-traumatic stress disorder. Some or all of the above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full
extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
190.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT XI
JEANNINE JONES VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT
191.

On or about June 6, 2021, at approximately 9:45 a.m. and for some time thereto plaintiff was

employed by defendant New Jersey Transit as a passenger train crew member and was working on the
Northeast Corridor line.
192.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, as the train pulled into the Linden,

New Jersey station, the plaintiff saw a passenger who neither had train fare or a mask.
193.

On the aforementioned date, at the aforementioned time, the plaintiff informed the passenger that

it would be necessary for the passenger to pay the fare and to use a mask or it would be necessary for the
passenger to leave the train.
194.

On the aforementioned date, and at the aforementioned time, the passenger began to leave the

train while using profanity towards the plaintiff.
195.

The passenger stepped off the train, turned around, and then spit in the plaintiff’s face.

196.

The sputum got into the plaintiff’s eyes and on her clothing.

197.

After assaulting the plaintiff, the passenger fled the scene and ran off of the platform.

29

Case 2:22-cv-04147-CCC-JSA Document 6 Filed 07/06/22 Page 30 of 36 PageID: 76
198.

As a result of this incident, the plaintiff has experienced the significant injuries more particularly

hereinafter set forth.
199.

As a result of the aforesaid incident, plaintiff sustained severe emotional and psychological

injuries including depression, anger, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress disorder; fear of contracting a disease
such as hepatitis, AIDS, COVID 19 or some other disease as a result of being spit upon. Some or all of the
above injuries are or may be permanent in nature. The full extent of plaintiff’s injuries is not presently known.
200.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of her aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to her great detriment and loss.
COUNT XII
LINDSAY RAE COPPOLA VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT

201.

On or about December 12, 2021, at or about 2:30 PM, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff

was employed by the defendant as a passenger train crew member and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast
Corridor line
202.

On the aforementioned date and time, plaintiff was collecting tickets and fare on a train that was

traveling between the Rahway and Metro Park stations.
203.

The train was excessively overcrowded. There was only standing room for a large number of

passengers.
204.

Plaintiff approached one passenger to collect his fare and to ask him to properly wear his Covid

205.

The passenger belligerently refused plaintiff’s request that he pay his fare and to properly wear

mask.

his mask. He stated that he would not pay because of the train’s overcrowding.
30

Case 2:22-cv-04147-CCC-JSA Document 6 Filed 07/06/22 Page 31 of 36 PageID: 77
206.

Plaintiff attempted to radio her conductor to request his assistance, but could not reach him on

the radio. Therefore, plaintiff went to the car where the conductor was located.
207.

When she arrived, another crew member was in the process of informing the conductor about the

problem passenger.
208.

The conductor approached the passenger and again requested that he pay his fare and properly

wear his mask. However, the passenger once again refused to do either.
209.

By this time, the train had arrived at the Metuchen Station.

210.

The conductor then requested the police board the train and stated that he would not move the

train from the station until the police arrived and boarded the train.
211.

The plaintiff and the passenger were on the Metuchen Station platform and when the plaintiff

was re-entering the train, the passenger violently tackled the plaintiff from behind, causing her to fall between
the door and the platform.
212.

No police arrived before this assault and the NJ Transit Police did not arrive until after the

municipal police arrived and had arrested the assaulting passenger.
213.

As a result of this incident, plaintiff injured her low back, right leg, right hip, right arm, neck,

shoulders, and lower extremities. Plaintiff has paresthesia and nerve injury in her right arm and hand. Plaintiff
experienced multiple contusions. Plaintiff has also experienced psychological injuries. The exact extent of
these injuries is not fully known.
214.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of her aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to her great detriment and loss.
215.
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COUNT XIII
FABIAN MELO VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT
216.

On or about May 30, 2022, at or about 11:37 PM, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was

employed by the defendant as a passenger train crew member and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast Corridor
line.
217.

On that date and time, plaintiff’s train was located at the Elizabeth Station in Elizabeth, New

218.

Prior to arriving at the Elizabeth Station, a group of 11 individuals entered the train at the

Jersey.

Woodbridge Station.
219.

Plaintiff attempted to collect the fares from these individuals, but they were threatening and

belligerent.
220.

One of the passengers said, “I’ll punch you in the f---ing mouth.”

221.

When the train arrived at the Elizabeth Station, there were no police or security personnel at the

station and its platform.
222.

When the train arrived at the Elizabeth Station, as per NJTRO policies and orders, plaintiff had

to exit the train and stand on the platform.
223.

While on the platform, several of the unruly passengers assaulted the plaintiff.

224.

Plaintiff had been assaulted one week earlier when a disgruntled passenger threw hot coffee on

225.

NJ Transit police did not arrive at the platform until 20-25 minutes after plaintiff was assaulted.

226.

As a result of this incident, plaintiff sustained multiples contusions of the body and muscular

him.

injuries. The full extent of plaintiff's injuries is not presently known.
227.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
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has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT XIII
STEPHEN McKENNA VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT
228.

On or about February 25, 2022, at or about 3:00 PM, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff

was employed by the defendant as a passenger train crew member and was working on NJTRO’s Northeast
Corridor line.
229.

A passenger entered the train at the New York Penn Station.

230.

Said passenger was seated in the first row on the railcar on which plaintiff was collecting fare.

231.

When plaintiff asked the passenger for his fare, he refused and became belligerent and

aggressive, stating, “I ain’t giving you another F ---ing ticket.”
232.

When asked his destination, the passenger said Elizabeth Station and the plaintiff told him the

train did not stop at the Elizabeth Station. Furthermore, the plaintiff told the passenger that if he did not pay his
pare he would have to leave the train at the Secaucus Station.
233.

The passenger became louder and more aggressive and repeatedly calling him a “fat mother---

234.

At this point, several other passenger approached the disruptive passenger and tried to get him to

er.”

be quiet.
235.

It was necessary for the plaintiff to position himself between the disruptive passenger and the

other passengers for their protection and to avoid a fight between the passengers.
236.

While the plaintiff was in this location, his back was to the disruptive passenger, and the

disruptive passenger struck plaintiff on the back of his head and body. The plaintiff turned around to defend
himself and the passenger pulled plaintiff by his tie, threw him against an armrest, and flipped the plaintiff over
a seat.
237.

Once the plaintiff was able to stand, the passenger again struck him and punched the plaintiff in

the mouth.
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238.

The plaintiff was avble to retreat to safety in the rear of the car was the attacking passenger

prepared to exist from the railcar’s side doors.
239.

The plaintiff had the engineer call for NJ Transit Police and keep the train doors closed to trap

the dangerous passenger inside.
240.

Although there was no police presence when the train arrived at the station, they did arrive and

apprehended the passenger.
241.

As a result of this incident, plaintiff injured his low back; left wrist; left hand; left eye; and

sprained fingers of the left hand. Plaintiff experienced multiple lacerations and contusions, especially on the
face. Plaintiff has also experienced psychological injuries. The exact extent of these injuries is not fully
known.
242.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
COUNT XIV
KYLE GREAVES VS. NEW JERSEY TRANSIT
243.

On or about June 29, 2022, at or about 9:42 PM, and for some time prior thereto, plaintiff was

employed by the defendant as a passenger train crew member and was working on NJTRO’s Raritan line.
244.

On that date and time, another NJTRO train had become disabled and a large number of

passengers had to detrain from the disabled train and had to board plaintiff’s train.
245.

This occurred when both trains and the plaintiff were at the New York Penn Station.

246.

The disgruntled passengers became belligerent and soon formed an angry mob around the

plaintiff, with one of the angry passengers spitting on the plaintiff.
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247.

At the time that this angry mob formed, there was no police presence on the platform or

anywhere visible to the plaintiff and the members of the mob.
248.

The engineer radioed the Dispatcher and requested immediate police assistance; however, the

Dispatcher argued with the engineer and no police ever arrived.
249.

Therefore, fearing for his own safety, the plaintiff ran to an empty railcar and locked himself in

the railcar for his own safety.
250.

Plaintiff contacted a Trainmaster from within the railcar and again requested police protection.

251.

The Trainmaster and police finally arrived after this second plea for protection was made to

252.

Throughout this ordeal, the plaintiff was not only physically assaulted by one passenger but was

them.

in gear of serious of serious injuries from the other angry passengers.
253.

As a result of this incident, plaintiff was spat upon causing him to fear hepatitis and other

diseases spread through sputum. Plaintiff has also experienced psychological injuries. The exact extent of
these injuries is not fully known.
254.

As a result of the incident herein referred to, plaintiff has suffered a loss and impairment of earnings

and earning power and may suffer the same for an indefinite time in the future; has undergone great physical pain
and mental anguish and may undergo the same for an indefinite time in the future; has been obliged to and will
have to continue to expend large sums of money in the future in an effort to effect a cure of his aforesaid injuries;
has been unable to attend to his usual duties and occupation and may be unable to attend to the same for an
indefinite time in the future, all to his great detriment and loss.
WHEREFORE, each plaintiff requests judgment against the defendant for a sum in excess of
$150,000.00 upon each of the Counts specific to him or her.
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COFFEY KAYE MYERS & OLLEY
By:

/s/ Robert E. Myers
ROBERT E. MYERS
MICHAEL J. OLLEY
LAWRENCE A. KATZ
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
Suite 718, Two Bala Plaza
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
(610) 668-9800 – phone
(610) 667-3352 – fax

Date: July 6, 2022
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